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CONFIDENTIAL NICOSIA 1765 
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SUBJECT: "TFSC'' CABINET CHANGES ANNOUNCED 
REF: NICOSIA 1676 (250500Z JUN 77) 

1 . "TFSC PRIME MINISTER" KONUK ON JULY 7 ANNOUNCED FOLLOWING 
CHANGES IN HIS CABINET: 

PRIME MINISTER - MR. NEJAT KONUK 
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MINISTERS: 

DEFENSE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS - VEDAT CHET .IK 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS - ORHAN ZIHNI BILGEHAN 
WORKS AND COMMUNICATIONS - EROL KIAZIM ANDACH 
HEALTH - DR. ALI ATUN 

LABOR AND SOCIAL INSURANCE - MUSTAFA CHAGATAY 
RECONSTRUCTION, HOUSING AND REHABILITATION - HAKKI ATUN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY - IRSEN KUCHUK 
EDUCATION, TEACHING AND CULTURE - DR. KENAN ATAKOL 
TRADE, INDUSTRY AND TOURISM - RECEP ALI CURLER 
FINANCE - TANSEL FIKRI 

ADDITIONALLY, CHELIK HAS DROPPED THE TITLE OF DEPUTY PRIME 
MINISTER AND HAS BEEN DESIGNATED "COORDINATOR" ON ECONOMIC 
ISSUES. BILGEHAN HAS SIMILARLY BEEN DESIGNATED "COORDINATOR", 
ON ISSUES RELATING TO NATIONAL UNITY PARTY AND THE PARTY 
GROUP IN THE "TFSC" ASSEMBLY. 

2. COMMENT: (A) NEW CABINET CONTAINS NO SURPRISES AND 
AMOUNTS TO LITTLE MORE THAN A FILLING OF VACANT CABINET 
POSITIONS AND A SLIGHT REALIGNMENT OF PERSONALITIES IN THE 
TURKISH CYPRIOT INTERNAL POLITICAL EQUATION. CABINET 
CHANGES WILL HAVE NO DISCERNIBLE EFFECT ON INTERCOMMUNAL 
NEGOTIATIONS. ALL THE MINISTERS ARE DEPUTIES. EIGHT HAVE 
BEEN RETAINED FROM THE FORMER CABINET, SIX OF THEM IN THEIR 
FORMER MINISTRIES. 

(B) DENKTASH'S DOMINANT POSITION HAS SUFFERED NOT AT ALL. 

KOTAK, THE FAMAGUSTA DEPUTY WHOSE CLIQUE HAD WORKED SO 
ARDUOUSLY TO PRECIPIATE THE CABINET RESHUFFLE, FAILED 

TO PARLAY HIS TROUBLE-MAKING CAPABILITY INTO A CABINET 
POST EITHER FOR HIMSELF OR FOR ONE OF HIS SUPPORTERS. 

ELIMINATION OF DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER ROLE SUGGESTS A 
FRACTIONAL REDUCTION OF CHELIK'S POSITION. CHELIK AND 
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BILGEHAN AS "COORDINATORS" AND AS THE TWO LEADING 
MEMBERS OF THE CABINET, SEE THEMSELVES AS PRIME MINISTERIAL 
CONTENDERS SHOULD KONUK DECIDE TO LEAVE THE SCENE, AND 
THERE WILL NO DOUBT BE CONTINUED COMPETITION AND BUREAUCRATIC 
CHAFING BETWEEN THE TWO. 

(C) CABINET MAY HAVE BEEN MARGINALLY STRENGTHENED WITH 
APPOINTMENT OF TANSEL FIKRI, A RECENT IV GRANTEE AND A 
YOUNG BRITISH-TRAINED ECONOMIST WHO HAS BEEN SERVING AS 
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE TFSC ASSEMBLY'S DEFENSE AND FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, AS FINANCE MINISTER. HIS APPOINTMENT 
REINFORCES IMPRESSION THAT HIS MODERATE WELL-REGARDED 
AND ARTICULATE 31 -YEAR OLD IS DESTINED TO PLAY A 
CONTINUING AND INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT ROLE IN TURKISH 
CYPRIOT POLTICS. 

(D) TRANSFER OF ATAKOL FROM ENERGY TO EDUCATION APPEARS 
TO REFLECT RELATIVE DECLINE IN POLITICAL CLOUT, THOUGH ATA- 
KOL REMAINS AN ATTRACTIVE, POPULAR, POLITICAL MODERATE. 
COMMERCE MINISTER GURLER IS A LAWYER AND DEPUTY WHO 
HAS NO PARTICULAR BACKGROUND IN TRADE AND WHO IS SAID TO 
HARBOR VAGUELY PAN-TURANIST IDEAS. RETENTION OF HAKKI 
ATUN IN RECONSTRUCTION, HOUSING AND REHABILITATION POST 
PROBABLY CONSTITUTES A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE IN HIS HANDLING 
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OF THE MUCH CRITICIZED LAND AND HOUSING REDISTRIBUTION 
PROGRAM DURING THE PAST YEAR. TRANSFER OF CHAGATAY FROM 
FINANCE TO LABOR AND SOCIAL INSURANCE REFLECTS GENERAL 
IMPRESSION THAT HE, A LAWYER WITH NO BUSINESS OR BANKING 
EXPERIENCE, WAS ILL-SUITED TO DEAL WITH THE COMMUNITY'S 
DIFFICULT FINANCIAL PROBLEMS. 

CRAWFORD 
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